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Economics Class Notes for IAS and PCS 
GS-1Freedom Struggle and Post-Independence 

Last year Questions of Mains 
1. Discuss the role of women in the freedom struggle especially during the Gandhian phase. 
        (Civil Services Examination 2016) 
2. Highlight the differences in the approach of Subhash Chandra Bose and Mahatma Gandhi in the 
struggle for freedom.      (Civil Services Examination 2016) 
3. Has the formation of linguistic states strengthened the cause of Indian unity?   
        (Civil Services Examination 2016) 
4. How different would have been the achievement of Indian Independence without Mahatma Gandhi? 
Discuss.       (Civil Services Examination 2015) 
5. Mahatma Gandhi and Dr BR Ambedkar, despite having divergent approaches and strategies, had a 
common goal of amelioration of the downtrodden. Elucidate. (Civil Services Examination 2015) 
6. In what ways the Naval Mutiny prove to be the last nail in the coffin of British colonial aspirations 
in India?       (Civil Services Examination 2014 
7. What were the major political, economic and social developments in the world, which motivated the 
anti – colonial struggles in India?    (Civil Services Examination 2014) 
8. The New Economic policy of 1921 of Lenin had influenced the policies adopted by India soon after 
independence.       (Civil Services Examination 2014) 
9. Defying the barriers of age, gender and religion, the Indian women became the torch bearer’s during 
the struggle for freedom in India. Discuss.   (Civil Services Examination 2013) 
10. Several foreigners made India their homeland and participated in various movements. Analyse their 
role in the Indian struggle for freedom.    (Civil Services Examination 2013) 
11. Critically discuss the objectives of Bhoodan and Gramdan movement, initiated by Acharya Vinoba 
Bhave and their success.     (Civil Services Examination 2013) 
12. Write a note on the evolution and significance of the slogan of ‘Jai Jawan Jai Kisan’  
        (Civil Services Examination 2013) 
13. Discuss the contribution of Maulana Abdul Kalam Azad to pre and post Independent India. 
        (Civil Services Examination 2013) 
14. The Indian Independence Movement was a mass based movement that encompassed various 
sections of the society. It also underwent the process of constant evolution? Critically examine. 
        (Civil Services Examination 2012) 
15. Trace the salient sequence of events in the popular revolt that took place in February, 1946 in the 
Royal Indian Navy and bring out its significance in the freedom struggle. Do you agree with the view 
that sailors who took part in this revolt were some of the unsung heroes of their struggle?  
        (Civil Services Examination 2011) 
16. Write brief notes on each of the following in about 20 words each    
          (Civil Services Examination 2010, 1997) 
1. Contributions of Latika Ghosh to the Freedom Struggle 
2. Bhai Maharaj Singh as a Freedom Fighter 
3. Illbert Bill 
4. Lala Hardayal 
5. Viakom Satyagraha 
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6. Indian States Commission 
7. Poona Sarvajanik Sabha 
8. RC Dutt 
9. Bhavani Mandir 
10. Baba Rama Chandra 
11. Moplah Rebellion 
12. Muhammad Barkatullah 
13. Sohan Singh Bhakna 
14. Allure Sitaramaaiah 
15. Canjeevaram Natarajan Annadurai 
16. Jatiya Sarkar of Tamluk 
17. Al – hilal 
18. Khudai Khitmatgar 
19. WW Hunter 
20. Indu Lal Yagnik 
21. Jayprakash Narayan 
22. Punnaptra Vayalar 
23. Chamber of Commerce 
24. Divide et Impera 
25. Dandi March 
26. Satyagraha  
27. Ghadar Party 
28. Jamnalal Bajaj 
29. Pupul Jayakar 
30. Mohammad Iqbal 
31. T Prakasham 
32. Ali Brothers 
33. Rammanohar Lohia 
34. Henry Cotton 
35. Tej Bahadur Sapru 
36. Bhulabhai Desai 
37. Bandi Jiwan 
38. Khan Abdul Gaffar Khan 
39. S Satyamurti 
40. Sarojini Naidu 
41. Uddham Singh 
42. Rowlatt Act 
43. August Declaration 
44. Surat 
45. Midnapur 
46. Shyamaji Krishnavarma  
47. Rani Gaidinliu 
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48. Saifuddin Kitchlew 

17. “Non – cooperation movement gave new direction and energy to the National Movement.” Explain.
      (Civil Services Examination 2008) 
18. Evaluate the contribution of revolutionary terrorism represented by Bhagat Singh to the cause of 
India’s struggle for independence.    (Civil Services Examination 2007) 
19. Do you think Mahatma Gandhi’s support to Khilafat Movement had diluted his secular credentials? 
Give your arguments based on the assessment of events.  (Civil Services Examination 2007) 
20. How did the government of India act, 1935 mark a point of no return in the history of constitutional 
development in India?      (Civil Services Examination 2006) 
21. Critically assess Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru’s views on Indian nationalists.   
      (Civil Services Examination 2006) 
22. Why and how did the Congress come to accept the partition of the country?   
      (Civil Services Examination 2005) 
23. Evaluate Subhash Chandra Bose’s contribution to India’s freedom.     
      (Civil Services Examination 2005) 
24. What led to the partition of Bengal in 1905?   (Civil Services Examination 2004) 
25. Form a critical assessment of Non – Cooperation Movement. (Civil Services Examination 2004) 
26. Discuss the major regulation enacted by the British rulers to curb the freedom of press in India.
      (Civil Services Examination 2004) 
27. “The reforms of 1909 introduced a Cardinal problem and ground of controversy at every revision of 
Indian electoral system”?      (Civil Services Examination 2003) 
28. Bring out the ideological basis of the moderate extremist divide in the Indian National Congress.
      (Civil Services Examination 2003) 
29. Discuss the problem that impeded the integration of the princely states in the Indian Union. How 
were these problems tackled?     (Civil Services Examination 2003) 
30. Evaluate the attitude of different political towards Quit India Movement.   
      (Civil Services Examination 2002) 
31. Review the ‘Dickie Bird Plan’.    (Civil Services Examination 2002) 
32. Why did Jinnah reject the CR formulae?   (Civil Services Examination 2002) 
33. How did the movement for liberation of women receive a great stimulus from the rise and growth 
of the nationalist movement of India?    (Civil Services Examination 2001) 
34. What administrative changes were introduced in India after 1858. What were the objectives of these 
changes?      (Civil Services Examination 2001) 
35. Discuss the main objectives of the Indian National Movement upto 1905. What were its basic 
weaknesses during this period?     (Civil Services Examination 2001) 
36. Discuss the aims and objects of the Khilafat Movement. To what extent was its successful? 
      (Civil Services Examination 2001) 
37. Why did Gandhi launch the Salt – Satyagraha in 1930 and with what results?   
      (Civil Services Examination 2001) 
38. Trace the origin of Swadeshi Movement. How did it envolve the masses?   
      (Civil Services Examination 2000) 
39. How did the terrorist movements gather strength in the countries other than India?  
      (Civil Services Examination 2000) 
40. What was Mountbatten plan? Discuss the reaction of Gandhi and Azad to the plan?  
      (Civil Services Examination 2000) 
41. Asses the contribution of Ishwarchandra Vidyasagar to the making of Modern India?  
      (Civil Services Examination 1999) 
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42. Trace the formation of the Swaraj party. What were its demand?    
      (Civil Services Examination 1999) 
43. What were the proposals of the Cabinet Mission? Analyse the reactions of the Congress and League 
to the proposals?      (Civil Services Examination 1999) 
44. How did the Swadeshi Movement in Bengal influence the national politics?   
        (Civil Services Examination 1998) 
45. Assess the role of C. Rajagopalachari during the pre – partition years of Indian public life. 
        (Civil Services Examination 1998) 
46. Why did the moderates lose appeal with the Indians and failed to elicit desired response from the 
British?        (Civil Services Examination 1998) 
47. What was the significance of the Prajmandal Movement in the Indian States in decade preceding 
India’s independence?       (Civil Services Examination 1998) 
48. “The name of Raja Rammohan Roy stands foremost in the field of religious and social reforms”. 
Elucidate.       (Civil Services Examination 1997) 
49. Examine the causes and nature of extremism in Indian politics in the early part of the present 
century.        (Civil Services Examination 1997) 
50. How did Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel succeed in avoiding the evil consequences of the Doctrine of 
Lapse of paramountcy and in integrating Indian States?  (Civil Services Examination 1997) 
51. What were the circumstances that led to the partition of India in 1947?   
        (Civil Services Examination 1997 
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