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Mains Notes for IAS and PCS 
GS-2 Governance 
Last year Questions papers 

1. What is a quasi – judicial body? Explain with the help of concrete examples.    
              (Civil Services Examination 2016) 
2. Professor Amartya Sen has advocated important reforms in the realm of primary education and 
primary healthcare. What are your suggestions to improve their status and performance?  
             (Civil Services Examination 2016) 
3. “In the Indian governance system, the roles of non – state actors have only been marginal.” Critically 
examine this statement.      (Civil Services Examination 2016) 
4. “Effectiveness of the government system at various levels and people’s participation in the 
governance system are inter – dependent.” Discuss their relationship in the context of India. 
        (Civil Services Examination 2016) 
5. In the integrity index of Transparency International, India stands very low. Discuss briefly the legal, 
political, economic, social and cultural factors that have caused the decline of public morality in India.
        (Civil Services Examination 2016) 
6. “Traditional bureaucratic structure and culture have hampered the process of socio – economic 
development in India”. Comment.    (Civil Services Examination 2016) 
7. Examine the main provisions of the National Child Policy and throw light on the status of its 
implementation.       (Civil Services Examination 2016) 
8. The concept of cooperative federalism has been increasingly emphasized in recent years. Highlight 
the drawbacks in the existing structure and the extent to which cooperative federalism would answer 
the shortcomings.       (Civil Services Examination 2015) 
9. In absence of a well – educated and organized local level government system, ‘Panchayats’ and 
‘Samitis’ have remained mainly political institutions and not effective instruments of governance. 
Critically discuss.      (Civil Services Examination 2015) 
10. What are the major changes brought in the Arbitration and Conciliation Act, 1996 through the 
recent Ordinance promulgated by the President? How far will it improve India’s dispute resolution 
mechanism? Discuss.      (Civil Services Examination 2015) 
11. The Self Help Group (SHG) Bank Linkage Programme (SBLP), which is India’s own innovation, 
has proved to be one of the most effective poverty alleviation and women empowerment programmes. 
Elucidate.       (Civil Services Examination 2015) 
12. How can the role of NGOs be strengthened in India for development works relating to protection of 
the environment? Discuss throwing light on the major constraints? (Civil Services Examination 2015) 
13. The quality of higher education in India requires major improvements to make it internationally 
competitive. Do you think that the entry of foreign educational institutions would help improve the 
quality of higher and technical education in the country? Discuss.(Civil Services Examination 2015) 
14. Public health system has limitations in providing universal health coverage. Do you think that the 
private sector could help in bridging the gap? What other viable alternatives would you suggest? 
        (Civil Services Examination 2015) 
15. Though there have been several different estimates of poverty in India, all indicate reduction in 
poverty levels over time. Do you agree? Critically examine with reference to urban and rural poverty 
indicators.       (Civil Services Examination 2015) 
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16. In the light of the Satyam Scandal (2009), discuss the changes brought in corporate governance to 
ensure transparency, accountability.    (Civil Services Examination 2015) 
17. “If the amendment bill to the Whistleblowers Act, 2011 tabled in the Parliament is passed, there 
may be no one left to protect”. Critically evaluate.  (Civil Services Examination 2015 
18. “For achieving the desired objectives, it is necessary to ensure that the regulatory institutions 
remain independent and autonomous”. Discuss in the light of the experiences in recent past. 
        (Civil Services Examination 2015) 
19. National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) in India can be most effective when its tasks are 
adequately supported by other mechanisms that ensure the accountability of a government. In light of 
the above observation, assess the role of NHRC as an effective complement to the judiciary and other 
institutions in promoting and protecting human rights standards. (Civil Services Examination 2014) 
20. The penetration of Self Help Groups (SHGs) in rural areas in promoting participation in 
development programmes is facing socio – cultural hurdles. Examine. 
                                                                                                        (Civil Services Examination 2014) 
21. Do government’s schemes for uplifting vulnerable and backward communities by protecting 
required social resources for them, lead to their exclusion in establishing businesses in urban 
economies?        (Civil Services Examination 2014) 
22. Should the premier institutes like IITs/ IIMs be allowed to retain premier status, allowed more 
academic independence in designing courses and also mode/ criteria of selection of students. Discuss in 
light of the growing challenges.     (Civil Services Examination 2014) 
23. Has the cadre based Civil Services Organisation been the cause of slow changes in India? Critically 
examine.       (Civil Services Examination 2014) 
24. Two parallel run schemes of the Government viz the Adhaar Card and NPR, one as voluntary and 
the other as compulsory, have led to debates at national levels and also litigations. On merits discuss 
whether or not both schemes need run concurrently. Analyse the potential of the schemes to achieve 
developmental benefits and equitable growth.   (Civil Services Examination 2014) 
25. The product diversification of financial institutions and insurance companies, resulting in 
overlapping of products and services strengthens the case for the merger of the two regulatory 
agencies, names SEBI and IRDA. Justify.   (Civil Services Examination 2013) 
26. Many States Governments further bifurcate geographical administrative areas like Districts and 
Talukas for better governance. In light of the above, can it also be justified that more number of smaller 
states would bring in effective governance at State level? Discuss. (Civil Services Examination 2013) 
27. The concept of Mid – Day Meal (MDM) scheme is almost a century old in India with early 
beginnings in Madras Presidency in pre – independent India. The scheme has again been given impetus 
in most states in the last two decades. Critically examine its twin objectives, latest mandates and 
success.        (Civil Services Examination 2013) 
28. The legitimacy and accountability of Self Help Groups (SHGs) and their patrons, the micro – 
finance outfits, need systematic assessment and scrutiny for the sustained success of the concept. 
Discuss.       (Civil Services Examination 2013) 
29. Electronic cash transfer system for the welfare schemes is an ambitious project to minimize 
corruption, eliminate wastage and facilitate reforms. Comment. (Civil Services Examination 2013) 
30. The basis of Providing Urban Amenities in Rural Areas (PURA) is rooted in establishing 
connectivity. Comment.      (Civil Services Examination 2013) 
31. Identify the Millemium Development Goals (MDGs) that are related to health. Discuss the success 
of the actions taken by the Government for achieving the same. (Civil Services Examination 2013) 
32. Though Citizen’s charters have been formulated by many public service delivery organizations, 
there is no corresponding improvement in the level of citizen’s satisfaction and quality of services 
being provided. Analyse.     (Civil Services Examination 2013) 
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33. ‘A national Lokpal, however strong it may be, cannot resolve the problems of immorality in public 
affairs.’ Discuss.      (Civil Services Examination 2013) 
34. “There is an urgent need for the Planning Commission to revise the chapter on health in the 12th 
Plan Document.” Comment.     (Civil Services Examination 2012) 
35. The Union Cabinet recently cleared the proposal to rename and amend the Child Labour 
(Prohibition and Regulation) Act, 1986. What are the salient features of the proposed amendments?
        (Civil Services Examination 2012) 
36. What are the salient feature of the Consumer Protection (Amendment) Bill, 2011 introduced in the 
Lok Sabha in December, 2011?     (Civil Services Examination 2012) 
37. What is the ‘Parivarik Mahila Lok Adalat’?   (Civil Services Examination 2012) 
38. Comment on the significance of the Preamble contained in the Right to Information Act. 
        (Civil Services Examination 2012) 
39. To implement one key recommendation of the Mohini Giri Committee, the Government has 
recently announced the constitution of a National Council. Highlight the composition and the mandate 
of this National Council.     (Civil Services Examination 2012) 
40. Discuss the extent, causes, and implications of ‘nutrition transition’ said to be underway in India.
        (Civil Services Examination 2011) 
41. Explain the Bihar Special Courts Act, 2009 Why it has been in new recently?   
        (Civil Services Examination 2011) 
42. Highlight the structure, objectives and role of the Advertising Standard Council of India. In what 
way has the August 2006 government notification made it more effective? 
                                                                                                         (Civil Services Examination 2011) 
43. Critically examine the design of National Rural Livelihood Mission (NRLM) scheme. Do you think 
it has a better chance of success than the Swarnajayanti Swarojgar Yojana (SGSY) in achieving its 
objectives?       (Civil Services Examination 2011) 
44. Bring out the salient features of the PCPNDT Act, 1994 and the implication of its amendment in 
2003.        (Civil Services Examination 2011) 
45. Comment on the Community – Led Total Sanitation (CLTS) approach to sanitation.  
        (Civil Services Examination 2011) 
46. Comment on Deendayal Disabled Rehabilitation Scheme (DDRS).    
        (Civil Services Examination 2011) 
47. Bring out the significance of GDI and GEM as component of the UNS Human Development 
Report (HDR). Comment on India’s relative rankings with regard to HDI and GDI.  
        (Civil Services Examination 2010)  
48. Comment on the recommendations of the Wadhwa Commission on the Public Distribution System.
        (Civil Services Examination 2010)  
49. Comment on the salient feature of the recent draft Model Real Estate (Regulation of Development) 
Act of the Ministry of Housing and Urban Poverty Alleviation of the Central Government. 
        (Civil Services Examination 2010)  
50. “Upliftment of the neglected sections of society will be best served with many more centres of the 
Indira Gandhi National Tribal University.” Expand on the assertion made.   
        (Civil Services Examination 2010)  
51. Distinguish between the objectives, structure and functioning of the ‘Kendriya Vidyalaya 
Sangathan’ and the ‘Navodaya Vidyalaya Samiti”.  (Civil Services Examination 2010)  
52. In the changing context of governance in the country, what should be the role of the UPSC? 
        (Civil Services Examination 2009) 
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53. Mushrooming of Higher Educational Institutions was a matter of grave concern for Yashpal 
Committee. With reference to the relevant, portion of that report give your views how to harmonise 
private investment and quality of education.   (Civil Services Examination 2009) 
54. The last National Family Health Survey (NFHS) displayed a very dismal picture of nutrition as 
regards several indicators for average Indians. Highlights the salient aspects of this problem. 
        (Civil Services Examination 2009) 
55. Examine corruption as a serious development challenge in Indian Polity.   
        (Civil Services Examination 2009) 
56. Examine whether rural women in India have been empowered by their active participation in 
Panchayati System.      (Civil Services Examination 2008) 
57. “Decline in the sex ratio in India is an alarming sign for India’s future social development.” 
Discuss.       (Civil Services Examination 2008) 
58. “The conditions of the urban poor are more deplorable than that of their rural counterparts.” Give 
your views.                   (Civil Services Examination 2008) 
59. How does the Inter – State Council establish coordination between States?   
        (Civil Services Examination 2006) 
60. What are the problems related to the rehabilitation of the mentally challenged person in India? 
        (Civil Services Examination 2006)  
61. What are the linkages to be developed under the Knowledge Revolution for Rural India Plan? 
        (Civil Services Examination 2006)  
62. What are the social and economic consequences of abolishing child labour in India?  
        (Civil Services Examination 2006)  
63. “Is greater spending on education linked to higher literacy?” Discuss.    
        (Civil Services Examination 2004) 
64. 19 Housing for all by 2010 is the goal set by the National Habitat Policy. How far is it achievable?
        (Civil Services Examination 2004) 
65. What is PURA? Discuss its major objectives.   (Civil Services Examination 2004) 
66. What are the preconditions for the growth of Civil Society? Is Indian democracy conducive to it?
        (Civil Services Examination 2003) 
67. What is the Prime Minister’s Five – point agenda for India’s development as a Knowledge Society?
        (Civil Services Examination 2003) 
68. What was the main objective of the ‘Operation Blackboard’ scheme?    
        (Civil Services Examination 2003) 
69. Explain the objectives of the National Health Policy, 2002.  (Civil Services Examination 2003) 
70. What is the policy of the Government with respect to child labour?    
        (Civil Services Examination 2003) 
71. Write a note on the types of disabilities in about 125 words. (Civil Services Examination 2003) 
72. Write a note on the issue of gender equality in India in about 125 words.   
        (Civil Services Examination 2003) 
73. Suggest measures for the eradication of widespread corruption in Public Life India.  
        (Civil Services Examination 2003) 
74. Discuss the steps taken by government to check child labour and promote child welfare. 
        (Civil Services Examination 2003) 
75. Outline the main targets fixed in the National Population Policy, 2000. What have been the follow 
up measures to this policy?     (Civil Services Examination 2002) 
76. Write briefly about the programmes for ‘Welfare of the Disabled’.     
        (Civil Services Examination 2002) 
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77. What are the Human Rights issues involved in relation to the arrest of M Karunanidhi in Tamil 
Nadu in July 2001?      (Civil Services Examination 2001) 
78. Review the population policy of the Government of India, giving the distinguishing features. 
        (Civil Services Examination 2001) 
79. What measures has the government taken to make women economically independent and self – 
reliant during the last decade?     (Civil Services Examination 2001) 
80. Examine the role of caste in Indian politics.   (Civil Services Examination 2001) 
81. Explain the local Area Development Scheme of the Member of Parliament.   
        (Civil Services Examination 2001) 
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